Mon, Dec 17, 1984 


Scary: Residents 
flee shaky tower 


By Joann* Zlppever 

WDUZ radio nation, mpniw 
Doug Moors uid today he haa 
nwvm tern the kind of problem 
that forced the evacuation Sunday 
of id Eaat Side neighborhood. 

Green Ray police evacuated 
rcaida-vti and buieim— patrons 
within a SOO’foot radiim of the *ii< 
tioo s tranoxuaeian lower Sunday 
after an insulator at ihe banc of 
the tower shattered, dropping it 
about a foot, 

The l^yearoid tower u |> 
cited 200 feet north of the WDUZ 
building at Bifl Victoria St, Moore 
animated that t 00 people wart af- 
facted by the pranjaiieii. which 
included a number of buainmaet 
along Eaat M inert Stmt 

Folk* arid the shift nmunanda- 
on duly at ihe time determined 
the area to be evacuated, 

Th* evacuation oecumd aboui 


1 ;30 p.m. People +rft allowed to 
return lo ihur homea and buw- 
rtcMua about d pun. The nation 
provided lodging it the Holiday 
inn City Cwitir foe thoar who had 
no oths place to gt> during the 
mirijenty, 

Station Manigpr William Laird 
uid the evacuation wia only a 
□rvcauiionary manure became if 
tha loww had fallen, "it would 
have crumpled straight down," 

According to Moore, (he elation 
malixad it had a problem when it 
btgan to experience difficultly in 
innsnuiBKin. The tower *u 
short in g out r Moore said, because 
of the damaged insulator at its 
baac- 

Moore aid he doubted that 
Sunday's guaty wmda had any 
thing to do with the probtan. 

Gmn Bay broke a 01 -year-old 

Please see Tower /M 



Tower troublr Green Bay Fire Cap! Bob 
True key, left. works on tightening support 
CAM** while WDUZ chief engineer Doug 
Moore signals lo other workers The base 


of the tower, on concrete block at left, will 
have 10 be replaced after an insulator shat- 
tered Sunday, forcing Ihe evacuation of 
neighbors in the area 
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record Sunday when the ther- 
mometer hit 54 degrees, shattering 
the old mark of 49. But the 
warmth was accompanied by 
winds of 25 to 35 mph, peaking at 
52 mph shortly before 2:30 p.m. 

Kathy Nan telle, 633 Abrams 
St., said she and her husband, 
Ronald, took turns watching the 
tower sway in the wind. “It was 
scary as heli, I’ll tell you that," she 
said. “And when it got dark, it 
really got scary.” 

The Nantelles live one house 
away from the area that was eva- 
cuated Sunday. “We took turns 
watching,' she said. “We had the 
binoculars and we could just see 
the top moving." 

4, lt was scary,” said Dick Van 
Den Heuvel, operator of the Hy- 
drant Lounge, 1699 E. Mason St. 
“The police came and told as to 
get out right away.” 

Van !)en Heuvel said approxi- 
mately 25 people were in his tav- 


ern at the time, moat of them 
playing in a Sunday afternoon 
pool league. “Rather than ruin the 
day, I was a good guy and said 
let’s go to the 616," Van Den 
Heuvel said. 

A team from the 616 Club was 
the Hydrant’s opponent Sunday. 

Van Den Heuvel said Sunday 
was the first day he locked his 
doors in the 12 years he has been 
in the business. 

Stanton Schmidt, 1651 E. 
Mason St., said he thought the sit- 
uation was handled well. He said 
police came to his door and asked 
that he leave. He and his wife 
went to the Holiday Inn, returning 
home about 9 p.m. 

Ann Luecke, and her husband, 
Tom, own Happy Joe’s Pizza & 
Pub, 1675 E. Mason St. She said 
Sunday’s evacuation was “kind of 
an emotional scene.” 

The 50-60 customers in the 
building at the time left their food 
behind and ran from the building, 
she said. Several pizza parties 
scheduled later in the day had to 
be canceled. Mrs. Luecke said. 



WDUZ tower repair near 


Repair work on the WDUZ 
Radio tower woe expected to be 
completed this afternoon. 

A ceramic insulator at the base 
of the 400-foot structure shattered 
Sunday afternoon, and Green Bay 
police evacuated the neighborhood 
on the East Side for hours. 

WDUZ-AM was off the sir for 
about two hours Monday after- 
noon as repairmen got the tower 
ready for today’s work. 

This morning’s scheduled work 
included lifting the tower with 
jacks so a new insulator, which 
was flown in, could be set in place. 


The station was off the air during 
this period. 

The 18-year-old tower is lo- 
cated 200 feet north of the WDUZ 
building at 810 Victoria St. 

William Laird, WDUZ prod 
dent, said the inaulator completely 
shattered. "The biggest piece is 
about the size of a fiat, ‘ Laird 
said. 

He said tower experts told him 
they had heard of insulators crack- 
ing but never ahattering. "It’s 
strange, bizarre,” he said. 

Laird said he was told "it had 
to be some form of external force 
applied.” Among the poasibilitieB 
are ice expansion or vandalism, 
Laird said, "but I’m not pointing a 
finger at all." 

Sunday’s critical moment, 
Laird said he was told, was when 
the insulator shattered and the 
tower dropped a foot. 

Although residents and busi- 
nesses in a 500-foot radius of the 


completion 

tower were evacuated, laird said 

G v wires would have prevented a 
il-length toppling. 

After the insulator is in place, 
Laird said, the tower will be scaled 
to check for posaible structural 
damage. None can be seen at this 
point, he BOid. 

The FM side of the WDUZ 
operation has continued on the air 
throughout the situation. 



Fri, Dec 2 1 , 1 9S4 

No damage to WDUZ tower found 

lx>w- level inspection of WDUZ Radio's tower shows no damage, 
according to William I^aird, station president. 

The tower dropped one foot Sunday when a ceramic insulator at 
it base shattered, leading to the evacuation of the East Side neigh- 
borhood within a 500-foot radius of the st ructure. 

I^aird said a full-length inspection will fie done next week after a 
cracktd insulator on a support cable is replaced. 

WDUZ- AM was off the air parts of the day Sunday, Monday and 
Tuesday during repair work, which was accomplished by lifting the 
tower with jacks. 



